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Essex residents can influence thoughtful growth through survey, 
Meeting in a Box 
 
ESSEX, Vt. – As Thoughtful Growth In Action embarks on a study to determine how the Town of Essex 
and Village of Essex Junction can best plan for the future of the entire community, residents are being 
asked to weigh in via a survey or through a Meeting in a Box.  
 
Residents are invited to all meetings of the Thoughtful Growth In Action (TGIA) Working Group, but 
filling out an online survey (https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/tgiacommunitysurvey) or participating in 
or hosting a Meeting in a Box session (http://www.essextgia.com/library.html) gives residents a less 
time-intensive way to contribute to TGIA.  
 
“We have a great working group with representation from a variety of Essex residents inside and outside 
the Village, but we’d love to have even more voices contributing to this important conversation about 
Essex’s future,” said Selectboard Chair Max Levy. “By filling out a survey or participating in Meeting in a 
Box, residents can provide valuable insight to TGIA.” 
 
The survey results and Meeting in a Box input will build on feedback gleaned from TGIA’s first 
community workshop, held on Sept. 9. All three activities will provide information to the TGIA Working 
Group as it evaluates options for improving planning in Essex. Currently, the Village and the Town 
outside the Village each has a planning commission and a zoning board of adjustment. TGIA will make 
recommendations about the planning governance structure that best enables Essex to plan for a shared 
vision that retains the unique identities of the Village and the Town outside the Village. The Working 
Group’s recommendation will go to the Town Selectboard and Village Trustees in early 2016.  
 
The survey asks responders about their knowledge of and involvement in planning and zoning issues in 
Essex. The survey will be open until Monday, Oct. 26. 
 
By using a Meeting in a Box kit, residents can host a discussion about local planning and zoning issues. 
Meetings in a Box can be organized through Oct. 18.  
 
TGIA working group meetings will take place from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. on Wednesday, Oct. 28 and from 
5:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. on Wednesdays, Nov. 18 and Dec. 9. All meetings are at Essex Junction 
Recreation and Parks at 75 Maple Street in Essex Junction.  
 
For more information, contact Town Planner/Assistant Town Manager Greg Duggan at 
gduggan@essex.org or 878-1343.  
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