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Right to Appeal Denial of Request for Public Records to Agency Head

VSA Title 1 Chapter 5 Section 318

..(2) If the custodian considers the record to be exempt from inspection under the
provisions of this subchapter, the custodian shall so certify in writing. Such
certification shall identify the records withheld and the basis for the denial. A record
shall be produced for inspection or a certification shall be made that a record is
exempt within three business days of receipt of the request, unless otherwise
provided in subdivision (5) of this subsection. The certification shall include the
asserted statutory basis for denial and a brief statement of the reasons and
supporting facts for denial. The custodian shall also notify the person of his or her
right to appeal to the head of the agency any adverse determination.

..(3) If appealed to the head of the agency, the head of the agency shall make a
determination with respect to any appeal within five business days after the receipt of
such appeal. If an appeal of the denial of the request for records is in whole or in part
upheld, the agency shall notify the person making such request of the provisions for
judicial review of that determination under section 319 of this title.
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