
Agenda for  
Essex Economic Development Commission  
Monday – October 24, 2016 – 12:00 PM (noon)  
Essex Town Offices – 81 Main Street  
 

1. Public To Be Heard 
 
2. Minutes:  Review online (link below) and vote on EDC Minutes – September 12, 2016 

http://www.essex.org/index.asp?Type=B_BASIC&SEC={EEED24E8-BDE6-490A-A4F0-7C45F56F4E86} ) 
  

3. Report on “Beyond Politics: It’s Time to Build Vermont’s Innovation Economy” 
On Sept. 26 Barbara and Jim attended a talk by Nicholas Donofrio, IBM Fellow and Executive VP for Innovation 
and Technology (ret.) at UVM.  Barbara and Jim attended and will discuss the content of the talk and its 
relevance to Essex. 
  

4. BTV Ignite and Essex:  BTV Ignite (via email from Exec. Director Mike Schirling) has asked if Essex is interested in 
affiliating / sponsoring.   This request would involve financial contribution.  Should we pursue further to establish 
costs and benefits?  
 

5. Transportation Board Public Hearings – see notice below – Possible Essex Testimony  
 

6. Annual Report EDC – Due in November:  Brainstorm content 
 

7. Innovation Week Report:  Oct. 17 – 20 
a. Essex Businesses with Booths:  Heco Engineering / Revision Military / Flex-A-Seal  
b. Tech Jam Essex Outreach Letter – sent to about 10 businesses 
c. Tech Jam Award Winners 
d. Road Pitch Finals  

 
8. Announcements / Updates / Discussions  

 Progress on CTE search for space for VTC equipment now located at Williston campus.  

 Possible future meeting issues:  
o Invite Aaron Martin (Town Engineer) to talk about water line upgrades in Fort  

 New member recruitment – ideas and thoughts?  

 Possible Event:  “Manufacturers Ball” on Dec 2  
  

9. Other business 

 
For Information: (Send Agenda and Minutes to: it@essex.org - Draft – minutes within 5 days / agenda 48 hours before regular meeting) 

 
  

http://www.essex.org/index.asp?Type=B_BASIC&SEC=%7bEEED24E8-BDE6-490A-A4F0-7C45F56F4E86%7d
mailto:it@essex.org


TRANSPORTATION BOARD ANNOUNCES PUBLIC FORUMS ON RAIL 

OCT. 5, 2016, 1:15 PM BY PRESS RELEASE LEAVE A COMMENT 

 
(FROM VTDigger.com)  
News Release — Transportation Board 
October 4, 2016 
Contact:  John Zicconi   802-828-2942 
 
MONTPELIER – The Vermont Transportation Board this fall will hold seven public forums for the purpose of 
gathering public comment about State transportation policy associated with trains, both passenger and freight. 
Working with the Vermont Agency of Transportation (VTrans) and the state’s 11 Regional Planning 
Commissions, the Board identified rail as a topic of growing importance to many Vermonters. The Board wants 
to discuss railroad issues with the public to determine how future transportation policy can be shaped to best 
position Vermont’s rail interests to meet the needs of the state residents. 
 
“Vermont is poised to significantly expand passenger rail in the very near future, while at the same time the state 
also is seeking growth opportunities for both the movement and off-loading of freight,” said David Coen, Acting 
Chair of the Transportation Board. “As a result, we want to have a conversation with Vermonters to both hear 
their suggestions as well as understand their concerns regarding these new services and how the state uses its 
rail lines.” 
 
The Transportation Board each year travels around the state to meet with Vermonters and discuss important 
transportation issues. While this year’s focus on trains will naturally attract citizens who live along or near 
railroad tracks, the Board encourages anyone interested in the future of rail to attend. 
 
Topics the Board plans to discuss include: 

 Living with railroads as neighbors, and the issues they present. 

 Passenger rail expansion along Vermont’s western corridor between Rutland and Burlington. 

 Passenger rail expansion from various points in Vermont to Montreal. 

 Truck traffic through villages and town centers, and the effect of rail expansion. 

 Adjacent rail-side economic development and planning for increased rail activity. 

 Starting commuter rail service linking Brattleboro to various points in Massachusetts. 

 Rail safety, including crossings, trespassing and response to potential emergency incidents. 
 
At each forum, the Board will present background information regarding each topic to set the stage for 
discussion and comment. Following the forums, the Board will submit a written report to both VTrans and the 
Vermont Legislature. The Board also will post the report on its website. 
 
The Board will hold public forums on the following dates: 

 October 17: Bixby Library, 6:30 p.m., 258 Main Street, Vergennes. VT. 

 October 20: The Gateway Center, 6 p.m., 84 Fyfe Drive, Newport, VT. 

 October 27: The Holiday Inn Rutland, 6 p.m., 476 Holiday Drive, Rutland, VT. 

 November 9: Brattleboro Museum & Art Center, 6 p.m., 10 Vernon Street, Brattleboro, VT. 

 November 10: St. Albans Museum, 6:30 p.m., 9 Church Street, St. Albans City, VT. 

 November 14: Main Street Landing, 6:30 p.m. Gallery Room, second floor, 60 Lake Street, Burlington, VT. 

 November 16: Hotel Coolidge, 6 p.m., 39 South Main Street, White River Junction, VT. 
 
People who cannot attend a hearing can submit written comment by visiting the Board’s website 
at http://tboard.vermont.gov/.  The forums are being conducted pursuant to Title 19 V.S.A. § 5(d)(8), which 
charges the Transportation Board to work together with the Agency of Transportation to hold public hearings 
“for the purpose of obtaining public comment on the development of state transportation policy, the mission of 
the Agency, and state transportation planning, capital programming and program implementation.” 
For more information, contact the Board’s Executive Secretary John Zicconi atjohn.zicconi@vermont.gov or by 
calling 802-828-2942. 
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